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COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES                                                                      4TH
 OCTOBER 2016 

 

Minutes of a meeting of Burton on the Wolds, Cotes and Prestwold Parish Council held at Burton 
on the Wolds Village Hall on Tuesday 4th October 2016 at 7:30pm. 
 

Present 
Cllr A. Carr (Chairman) 
Cllr R. Shields (Vice-Chairman) 
Cllr W. Best  
Cllr R. Hames 
Cllr A. Finch 
Cllr M. Scott 
Cllr D. McDermott 
Cllr K. Hibbins 

 

Mrs C. Blain (Clerk) 
 

In attendance 
Borough Cllr J. Bokor 
 

095/16  TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None.   
 

096/16  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS, Disclosable pecuniary interests, personal interests 
or personal interests that could lead to bias, by Parish Councillors to items on the Agenda 
Cllr McDermott declared a personal interest that could lead to bias, to item 102/16 f, as he is a 
personal friend and customer of the applicant. 
Cllr Shields declared a personal interest to item 102/16 g, as he lives on the same road and to item 
102/16 c, as the applicant is on the Neighbourhood Plan Housing Working Party with Cllr Shields. 
 

097/16  TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE 
PARISH COUNCIL 
Resolved: To approve and sign as a true record the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 6th September 2016.  
 

098/16  POLICE REPORT 
PCSO Martin sent the following report:  During the month of September 2016 there were six 
reported crimes in Burton on the Wolds; five thefts from insecure motor vehicles at various 
locations in the village, three of these have suspects identified, and one burglary for which an 
investigation is ongoing. There were no reported crimes in Cotes or Prestwold in September 2016. 
No reply has been received from the Police and Crime Commissioner 
Resolved:  To send copies of the correspondence to Nicky Morgan MP, copied to Jonathan 
Morgan, Chairman of the Charnwood Community Safety Partnership. 
Cllr Carr will contact the Neighbourhood Watch representative to see what support he needs. 
 

099/16  QUESTIONS / COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR (Limited to 15 minutes) 
None. 
 

100/16  BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
Borough Cllr Bokor gave the following report: Cllr Bokor has been supporting the clerk in resolving 
the issues with the poorly installed bin, which is due to be re-installed, and the dog fouling signs 
requested by the PFA, which are now in place. 
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Cllr Bokor was asked about the answering of calls by the planning department; the Customer 
Services department are now taking some calls on behalf of planning. 
Cllr Bokor was asked about a council tenant in Cotes who is having difficulties with a neighbour.  
Cllr Hibbins will email the details to Cllr Bokor, who will follow this up. 
 

Cllr Bokor left. 
 

101/16  COUNTY COUNCILLOR'S REPORT 
County Cllr Shepherd sent the following report:  Cllr Shepherd has been following up the 
inaccurate press release regarding the temporary closure of Loughborough Road.  The planned 
road closure has subsequently been cancelled. 
 

102/16  TO MAKE OBSERVATIONS AND AGREE ANY ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 
a)  P/16/1993/2  11 Loughborough Road, Burton on the Wolds  Following a discussion it was 
Resolved:  Not to comment on this application. 
 

b)  P/16/2159/2  104 Loughborough Road, Cotes  Following a discussion it was 
Resolved:  Not to comment on this application. 
 

c)  P/16/2186/2  Walton View, 20 Hall Drive, Burton on the Wolds  Following a discussion it was 
Resolved:  To make the following comments:  The Parish Council is unable to make comments on the 
above application as no explanation has been given in the application as to why the applicant wants to 
carry out the work to this tree; the application is incomplete.  The Parish Council would like the 
opportunity to comment when this information is available. 
 

d)  P/16/1773/2  59 Melton Road, Burton on the Wolds  Following a discussion it was 
Resolved:  Not to comment on this application. 
 

e)  P/16/2180/2  9 Towles Fields, Burton on the Wolds  Following a discussion it was 
Resolved:  Not to comment on this application. 
 

Having declared a personal interest that may need to bias in the following application, Cllr 
McDermott left the room. 
 

f)  P/16/2006/2  Horse Leys Farm, 147 Melton Road, Burton on the Wolds 
Following a discussion it was 
Resolved:  To make the following comments:  The Parish Council question if there is a proven need 
for this building; it is not a sustainable development in relation to the size of the vineyard.  The Parish 
Council are also concerned that it is outside of the general footprint of the farm buildings and is in open 
countryside. 
 

Cllr McDermott returned to the room. 
 

g)  P/16/2216/2  21 Springfield Close, Burton on the Wolds  Following a discussion it was 
Resolved:  To object to this application and to make the following comments: The Parish Council 
object to this application for the following reasons: Highway safety and that the proposed building 
would be obtrusive in the street scene.  There are two elements of the proposed garage which cause 
concern regarding highway safety; the access to the property would be moved closer to the bend than 
its current location and the side wall of the proposed double garage would create a permanent 
obstruction to visibility, as it would encroach to within 2ft of the footpath to the side of the property.   
There are already issues on this corner, as there are often cars parked on the opposite side of 
Springfield Close, to the side of this property.  This means that cars come around the corner on the 
wrong side of the road.  Moving the entrance to the property closer to this bend and building the 
garage in this location would be dangerous.  There are no boundary walls on Springfield Close, due to 
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covenants restricting this, so the side wall of the garage being on the boundary will be obtrusive in the 
street scene.  For the reasons stated above, we ask that this application is refused. 
 

103/16  TO RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT INCLUDING THE PLAYGROUND SAFETY 
CHECKS REPORTS (a copy is filed with the minutes)  
Resolved:  To note receipt of these reports. 
 

104/16  TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS 
a)  Plantation Management Committee – Cllr Best reported that he and Cath Thomson met 
representatives from Santander with a view to doing a community project, putting in paling fencing 
on 26 October.  They will provide a grant of £250 towards the cost of the materials.  Nine 
volunteers attended the volunteer day held on 2 October. 
 

b)  Joint Neighbourhood Plan Committee – Cllr Shields reported that a meeting was held on 22 
September, the committee decided that we are not in a position to hold the resident’s meeting in 
October, so it is now planned for the new year.  A newsletter giving feedback from the residents’ 
survey is to be produced as an interim measure.  The next meeting will be at the end of October. 
 

c)  Playing Field Association – Cllr McDermott reported that he has attended a meeting, concern 
was expressed about the Towles Field hedge and the leaking garage roof.  The hedge is to be cut 
in the next week and Cllr Shields is in the process of obtaining quotes for a replacement garage for 
the 2017/18 financial year.  There is concern about the antisocial behaviour and Cllr McDermott is 
looking at the feasibility of CCTV.  A music fundraising event will be held in April 2017. 
 

d)  Village Welcome Pack – Cllr Scott reported that she has met with Cllr McDermott and the 
information in the pack has been updated.  The pack is being re-designed to make it inclusive of 
Prestwold and Cotes and a draft should be available for the next meeting. 
 

e)  Dog Fouling Update – Cllr Carr reported that a number of people have commented that the 
dog fouling issue has got worse.  The new ‘we are watching you’ posters are to be put up. 
 

f)  Other councillors' reports – for information only   
Prestwold – Cllr Scott reported that she has made enquiries regarding the ‘sold’ sign which has 
been in place for a very long time; the sale had fallen through but they now have another buyer. 
Planters – Cllr Carr reported that three of the planters have been vandalised. 
 

105/16  BUSINESS 
a)  To consider what further action should be taken regarding the antisocial behaviour at 
Towles Fields  Following a discussion it was 
It has been agreed to contact Nicky Morgan MP regarding the lack of response from the Police 
and Crime Commissioner.  The PFA are considering reducing the height of the hedge to the 
playing field side of the car park, to make it less secluded.  
 

b)  To consider the County Council’s proposal to install barriers on the Mundy Close jitty 
Resolved:  To support the proposal and suggest that they are placed at the wider section, to the 
path side of the dwarf wall.  
 

Cllr Hibbins left. 
 

c)   To review the work carried out on the Village Hall roof and approve additional 
expenditure in relation to these works 
Resolved:  To approve additional expenditure of £266 + VAT for lead work to the bell tower, £75 + 
VAT on replacement timber and £340 + VAT on re-pointing work. 
The surveyors did not carry out any action unless asked, which has been disappointing. 
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d)  To approve expenditure on the re-installation of the bench on Melton Road 
Following a discussion it was 
Resolved:  To approve expenditure of £310 on the cost of re-installing the bench on Melton Road. 
 

e)  To approve expenditure of £500 on fencing materials for the Plantation’s Santander 
volunteer day 
Resolved:  To approve expenditure of £500 on fencing materials for the Santander volunteer day 
at the Plantation.  Santander will provide £250 towards this amount. 
 

f)  To approve the new inspection routine for the Hubbard Road play area 
Resolved:  To approve the inspection routine suggested at Mrs J Ward’s training; a weekly 
‘purposeful walk’ and a more rigorous quarterly inspection (of which the annual independent 
inspection is one.) 
 

g) To consider replacing the two baby swing seats at the Playing Field 
Following a discussion it was 
Resolved:  Not to replace the baby swing seats, as the Playing Field Association are looking to 
replace the swings altogether. 
 

h)  To approve the second grant to Burton on the Wolds Playing Field Association  
Resolved:  To approve a grant of £1375 (£1500 less £125 on dog fouling signs.) 
 

i)  To approve expenditure of £162 on County Council website provision (April to August) 
Following a discussion it was 
Resolved:  Not to approve this expenditure, but to write to the County Council asking them to 
rescind the invoice. 
 

j)  To receive the minutes of the meetings of the Plantation Management Committee and the 
Joint Neighbourhood Plan Committee 
Resolved:  To note receipt of the minutes of the Plantation Management Committee meeting held 
on 20th September and the Joint Neighbourhood Plan Committee meeting held on 22nd September 
2016. 
 

106/16  FINANCE 
a) Financial Update: As of 1st September 2016 the balances of the bank accounts stood at:  

Current   £    1,000.00 
Reserve   £  31,340.65 
Bonus Saver  £  10,078.95 
L/boro B/S  £  45,045.64 
TOTAL   £  87,465.24 
Plantation funds of £2,871.95 are included in the above figure. 
Hubbard Road land management funds of £47,381.84 are included in the above figure. 
 

b) To approve the schedule of payments totalling £4,905.34 
Resolved:  To defer the payment to Leicestershire County Council and the payment to Edward 
Cooper Young. 
Resolved:  That the following payments are approved: 
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c) To add Cllr Hibbins to the bank mandate 
Resolved: To add Cllr Hibbins to the bank account. 
Resolved:  That the authorised signatories in the current mandate, for the accounts detailed in 
section two (of the form,) be changed in accordance with section five (of the form) and the current 
mandate will continue as amended. 
 

092/16  CORRESPONDENCE FOR DISCUSSION 
a) Consultation on the possible ‘capping’ of parish and town council precepts  
Resolved:  To make the following response: Whist we accept that Parish and Town Council 
precepts need to be controlled, the smaller councils, which only precept for modest amounts, 
should be allowed to increase precepts by a larger percentage than those with higher precepts.  
Parish and Town Councils are now expected to take on considerably more work than previously, 
as things are passed down from County and Borough Councils, and a restrictive cap on raising 
the precept would limit the ability of smaller councils to respond to this need. 
 

107/16  TO AGREE ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE PRESS RELEASE 
Village Hall roof work completed, Neighbourhood Watch, clerk vacancy, planters vandalised and 
police report.  
 

108/16  THE NEXT MEETING WILLL BE HELD ON TUESDAY 1st NOVEMBER 2016 AT 7:30PM 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10:30pm. 
 
 
These minutes are a true and accurate record ___________________ Date___________ 
                         Cllr A Carr, Chairman 


