
Site Assessment Framework 

1. Introduction 
1.1 The Wolds Villages Neighbourhood Plan must support the strategic development needs set out in the Charnwood Local Plan (Core 

Strategy) including policies for housing development. The Charnwood Core Strategy was adopted on 9 November 2015. 

Burton on the Wolds 
1.2 The Core Strategy requires that at least 500 homes are to be provided in 12 other settlements- Barkby, Burton on the Wolds, 

Cossington, East Goscote, Hathern, Newtown Linford, Queniborough, Rearsby, Thrussington, Thurcaston, Woodhouse Eaves and 

Wymeswold. 

1.3 Over the period 2011-2018, 580 homes had been built in these 12 ‘other settlements’ and a further 238 homes had planning 

permission at 31 March 2018. This means that for these places, the minimum Core Strategy housing provision has been met. 

Cotes, Prestwold and Hoton 
1.4 The Core Strategy identifies Cotes, Prestwold and Hoton as small villages or hamlets having few or no services and facilities. The 

people who live in these places rely on larger settlements for their day-to-day needs. These settlements have much less potential to 

provide for a sustainable community where people can access what they need by walking, cycling and public transport. 

Charnwood Local Plan 
1.5 Charnwood Borough Council are in the process of preparing a new Local Plan for the Borough for the period up to 2036. The new 

Local Plan will include strategic and detailed policies and will be prepared to provide for a longer plan period. Consequently, it is a 

good idea for the Neighbourhood Plan to think about where housing development should take place if there was a future need.  

1.6 The Wolds Villages Neighbourhood Plan will therefore allocate a site for new housing, to be reserved should a future housing need 

arise. National planning practice advises that qualifying bodies should carry out an appraisal of options and an assessment of 

individual sites against clearly identified criteria. This Framework sets out how we will assess sites for the allocation of a site for 

future housing development in the Neighbourhood Area’s most sustainable location: Burton on the Wolds. 

2. Where did the site suggestions come from? 
2.1 Charnwood Borough Council has prepared a Strategic Housing and Employment Land Availability Assessment 2018 (SHELAA) which 

forms a key component of the Local Plan evidence base. The SHELAA identifies the future supply of land which is suitable, available 



and achievable for housing development in Charnwood. Unsuitable sites e.g. those subject to flooding, site access, archaeology and 

ecology problems have been excluded. The assessment identifies all sites and broad locations regardless of the amount of 

development needed to provide for housing needs. 

2.2 The 2018 SHELAA identifies six potential housing sites in Burton on the Wolds with a total potential yield of 461 dwellings: 

Site 1: Field Adjacent 79 Melton Road 

Site 2: Land off Seals Close 

Site 3: Land adjacent to 6 St Marys Close (Tom Brown’s Field) 

Site 4: Land near Fishpond Plantation 

Site 5: Sturdee Poultry Farms Site, Sowters Lane 

Site 6: Land off Loughborough Road 

3 Site Assessment Criteria 
3.1 Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is a process for considering and communicating the likely effects of plans, with a view to avoiding and 

mitigating negative effects and maximising the positives. A SA of the Charnwood Local Plan (Core Strategy) was a legal requirement 

stemming from the EU ‘Strategic Environmental Assessment’ (SEA) Directive and it allowed Charnwood Borough Council to assess its 

plan against a set of 17 sustainability objectives developed in consultation with key stakeholders. These objectives will also help us 

to identify the relative environmental, social and economic performance of development options, and to evaluate which of these are 

the most sustainable.  

3.2 The Site Assessment Criteria are therefore based on the sustainability framework developed for the Local Plan (Core Strategy) 

Sustainability Appraisal. The Site Assessment Criteria will promote sustainable development by assessing the extent to which each 

potential housing site will help to achieve relevant environmental, economic and social objectives.  

3.3 There is one sustainability objective which cannot be applied at a local scale and so the impact of all new development sites in 

Burton on the Wolds would be neutral: 

▪ To reduce the Borough’s contribution to and vulnerability to climate change including reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 

3.4 The remaining 16 objectives have one or more criteria which allow a site’s performance against that objective to be assessed.  



 

1 
To maintain and enhance biodiversity, flora and fauna and geodiversity • Conserve and enhance existing habitats • Create new habitats 

identified in UK Leicestershire and Charnwood BAPS • Conserve and 

enhance designated sites of nature conservation interest • Increase 

connectivity of habitats • Protect geological SSSIs 

Ref: Site Assessment 

Criteria 

Likely to 

contribute to 

the 

achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to 

the identified 

objective  

Likely effect 

but too 

unpredictabl

e to specify, 

or multiple 

impacts 

which are 

potentially 

both positive 

and negative  

Likely to hinder 

the achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to the 

identified 

objective  

 

Evidence Comments 

1A Site of Special 

Scientific Interest 

Site not 

affected by SSSI 

Mitigation 

measures 

would be 

required to 

ensure that 

development 

would not harm 

a SSSI 

Site contains SSS 

 

The MAGIC website provides 

authoritative geographic 

information about the natural 

environment from across 

government. The information 

covers rural, urban, coastal 

and marine environments 

across Great Britain. It is 

presented in an interactive 

map which can be explored 

using various mapping tools 

that are included. Natural 

England manages the service 

under the direction of a 

Steering Group who represent 

the MAGIC partnership 

organisations. 

 



https://magic.defra.gov.uk/M

agicMap.aspx 

1B Ancient Woodland Site not 

affected by 

Ancient 

Woodland 

Mitigation 

measures 

would be 

required to 

ensure that 

development 

would not harm 

an Ancient 

Woodland 

Site contains 

Ancient Woodland 

The MAGIC website provides 

authoritative geographic 

information about the natural 

environment from across 

government. The information 

covers rural, urban, coastal 

and marine environments 

across Great Britain. It is 

presented in an interactive 

map which can be explored 

using various mapping tools 

that are included. Natural 

England manages the service 

under the direction of a 

Steering Group who represent 

the MAGIC partnership 

organisations. 

https://magic.defra.gov.uk/M

agicMap.aspx 

 

1C Tree Preservation 

Order 

Site not 

affected by a 

Tree 

Preservation 

Order 

Mitigation 

measures 

would be 

required to 

ensure that 

development 

would not harm 

a protected 

tree on site or 

immediately 

adjacent. 

Site would harm a 

protected tree on 

site or immediately 

adjacent 

https://webmap.charnwood.g

ov.uk/CharnwoodWebMap/ 
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1D Important Hedgerow Site not 

affected by an 

Important 

Hedgerow. 

Partial removal 

of an Important 

Hedgerow 

required. 

Development would 

require the 

removal of all or 

most of an 

Important 

Hedgerow. 

 Hedgerow growing in, or adjacent 

to, any common land, protected 

land (local nature reserves and 

SSSI‟s), or land used for agriculture, 

forestry or the breeding or keeping 

of horses, ponies or donkeys, if it: 

(a) has a continuous length of, or 

exceeding 20 metres; or (b) it has a 

continuous length of less than 20 

metres and, at each end, meets 

another hedgerow. 

1E Local Wildlife Site/ 

Local Nature Reserve 

Site not 

affected by a 

Local Wildlife 

Site or Local 

Nature Reserve. 

There is a need 

to establish the 

character and 

significance of 

Local Wildlife 

Site or Local 

Development would 

require the loss of 

all or most of a 

Local Wildlife Site 

or Local Nature 

Reserve. 

https://webmap.charnwood.g

ov.uk/CharnwoodWebMap/ 

 

Several Local Wildlife Sites and 

several potential wildlife sites 

1F Regionally Important 

Geodiversity Sites 

Site not 

affected by a 

RIGS 

There is a need 

to establish the 

character and 

significance of 

RIGS affected 

by a 

development 

proposal. 

 https://webmap.charnwood.g

ov.uk/CharnwoodWebMap/ 

 

Regionally Important Geodiversity 

Sites (RIGS) and candidate RIGS 

(cRIGS). RIGS and cRIGS do not have 

statutory protection but are 

encouraged to be protected in the 

planning process. 

1G Habitat Creation Opportunity to 

create habitat 

No impact on 

habitat 

creation  

 

Loss of habitat   

 

https://webmap.charnwood.gov.uk/CharnwoodWebMap/
https://webmap.charnwood.gov.uk/CharnwoodWebMap/
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2 
To maintain and enhance townscape and landscape character • To minimise detrimental visual intrusion of development • To 

minimise light pollution • To maintain and enhance landscape 

character and distinctiveness identified in the Leicester, 

Leicestershire and Rutland Landscape and Woodland Strategy • To 

protect and enhance areas of relative tranquillity • To promote 

landscape scheme designed to respect the diversity of landscape and 

built character into new development 

Ref: Site Assessment 

Criteria 

Likely to 

contribute to 

the 

achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to 

the identified 

objective  

Likely effect 

but too 

unpredictabl

e to specify, 

or multiple 

impacts 

which are 

potentially 

both positive 

and negative  

Likely to hinder 

the achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to the 

identified 

objective  

 

Evidence Comments 

2A Scenic quality Important local 

views 

unaffected 

There would be 

an impact on 

important 

views but that 

impact can be 

mitigated. 

Loss of important 

local view 

During consultation events 

local people were asked to 

identify green spaces that 

they value most for the visual 

amenity (view of, from or 

within the village). 

Wolds Villages Neighbourhood 

Plan 

 

2B Character The site is 

capable of 

creating a place 

with a locally 

inspired or 

otherwise 

 The development 

of the site is 

unlikely to offer 

the potential to 

create a place with 

a locally inspired or 

otherwise 

 Building for Life 12: 5 



distinctive 

character. 

distinctive 

character. 

2C Working with the site 

and its context 

There is an 

opportunity to 

take advantage 

of existing 

topography, 

landscape 

features 

(including water 

courses), trees 

and plants, 

wildlife 

habitats, 

existing 

buildings, site 

orientation and 

microclimate. 

There is 

limited 

opportunity to 

take advantage 

of existing 

topography, 

landscape 

features 

(including 

water courses), 

trees and 

plants, wildlife 

habitats, 

existing 

buildings, site 

orientation and 

microclimate. 

There is no 

opportunity to take 

advantage of 

existing 

topography, 

landscape features 

(including water 

courses), trees and 

plants, wildlife 

habitats, existing 

buildings, site 

orientation and 

microclimate. 

 Building for Life 12: 6 

2D Green Infrastructure Opportunity to 

improve green 

infrastructure 

network. 

No impact on 

green 

infrastructure 

network. 

 

Loss of green 

infrastructure 

network. 

Borough wide habitat survey- 

Wildlife Corridors 

https://www.charnwood.gov.

uk/files/documents/phase_1_

habitat_report_november_201

2_appendix_1/Charnwood%20

Boroughwide%20Phase%201%2

0Appendix%201%20-

Without%20Badger%20Dat.pdf 

6c's Green Infrastructure 

Strategy, 2010 

https://www.charnwood.gov.

uk/files/documents/vol_5_str

Cotes is situated in the River Soar 

Corridor and Urban Fringe.  This is 

identified as a strategically 

important green infrastructure area 

in the Charnwood Local Plan 2011-

2028 Core Strategy. 

https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/files/documents/phase_1_habitat_report_november_2012_appendix_1/Charnwood%20Boroughwide%20Phase%201%20Appendix%201%20-Without%20Badger%20Dat.pdf
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ategic_gi_network_leicester_

pua_and_sub_regional_centre

s_2010/Vol%205.pdf 

2E Light Light need not 

be considered 

as a determining 

factor 

Mitigation may 

be required to 

ensure an 

adequate level 

of protection 

against light. 

Light pollution 

levels is likely to be 

an on-going issue 

for new residents. 
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3 
To increase the vibrancy and viability of settlements.  For the purposes of the 

Wolds Villages Neighbourhood Plan, we will consider the vitality and viability of 

Burton on the Wolds. 

• To increase the attractiveness of town, district and local centres • 

To increase the sense of place • To maintain settlement identity and 

prevent coalescence • To increase neighbourhood satisfaction levels 

• Increase patterns of development and movement that helps to 

tackle congestion 

Ref: Site Assessment 

Criteria 

Likely to 

contribute to 

the 

achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to 

the identified 

objective  

Likely effect 

but too 

unpredictabl

e to specify, 

or multiple 

impacts 

which are 

potentially 

both positive 

and negative  

Likely to hinder 

the achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to the 

identified 

objective  

 

Evidence Comments 

3A Enhance the vitality 

and viability of Burton 

on the Wolds village 

centre 

Walking 

distance to 

village centre 

200m or less 

Walking 

distance to 

village centre 

200-800m or 

development is 

of such a scale 

that new store 

may be 

provided on 

site. 

Walking distance to 

village centre 

ground more than 

800m 

 The Institute of Highways and 

Transportation’s “Providing for 

Journeys on Foot” contains at table 

3.2, suggested acceptable walking 

distances, for pedestrians without 

mobility impairment for some 

common facilities. 

 

  



 

4 
To conserve and enhance the historic and cultural environment To increase the reuse of built heritage including buildings at risk • To 

protect and enhance sites , features, areas and settings of historical 

, archaeological and cultural value •To encourage the use of locally 

distinctive materials and styles, as appropriate to the local context 

Ref: Site Assessment 

Criteria 

Likely to 

contribute to 

the 

achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to 

the identified 

objective  

Likely effect 

but too 

unpredictabl

e to specify, 

or multiple 

impacts 

which are 

potentially 

both positive 

and negative  

Likely to hinder 

the achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to the 

identified 

objective  

 

Evidence Comments 

4A Listed Building Development 

would not harm, 

or could 

enhance, a 

Listed Building 

or its setting. 

Mitigation 

measures 

would be 

required to 

ensure that 

development 

would not harm 

a Listed 

Building or its 

setting. 

Development would 

harm a Listed 

Building or its 

setting. 

https://www.charnwood.gov.

uk/pages/listed_buildings_in_

charnwood 

 

The Setting of a Listed Building is 

the surroundings in which a heritage 

asset is experienced. Its extent is 

not fixed and may change as the 

asset and its surroundings evolve. 

Elements of a setting may make a 

positive or negative contribution to 

the significance of an asset, may 

affect the ability to appreciate that 

significance or may be neutral. 

4B Conservation Areas Site outside 

Conservation 

Area and does 

not affect it. 

Site within or 

affecting 

Conservation 

Area. 

Development would 

harm Conservation 

Area. 

https://www.charnwood.gov.

uk/pages/conservation_areas

_in_charnwood 

 

Sites within or affecting the 

Conservation Areas are not ruled out 

unless it is considered that 

development would cause harm. 

https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/listed_buildings_in_charnwood
https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/listed_buildings_in_charnwood
https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/listed_buildings_in_charnwood
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4C Scheduled Monument Site not 

affected by a 

Scheduled 

Monument. 

Site impacts on 

a Scheduled 

Monument. 

Development would 

harm, or 

potentially harm, a 

Scheduled 

Monument. 

https://www.charnwood.gov.

uk/listed_buildings/search?lis

ted-

building_category=Scheduled+

Ancient+Monument 

 

 

4D Historic Parks and 

Gardens 

Site not 

affected by a 

Historic Park 

and Garden 

Site impacts on 

a Historic Park 

and Garden 

Development would 

harm or potentially 

harm, a Historic 

Park and Garden 

https://www.charnwood.gov.

uk/pages/historic_parks_and_

gardens 

 

 

4E Non-designated 

heritage assets 

Site unlikely to 

be affected by 

Non-designated 

heritage assets, 

and these issues 

may be 

adequately 

addressed 

through 

mitigation. 

There is a need 

to establish the 

character and 

significance of 

Non-designated 

heritage assets 

affected by a 

development 

proposal. 

 The Burton on the Wolds 

Village Design Statement: 

https://www.charnwood.gov.

uk/files/images/burton_vds_

map2/burtonvdsmap.jpg 

 

 

4F Archaeological  Site unlikely to 

be affected by 

archaeological 

assets or 

archaeological 

implications of 

development 

are already 

understood, and 

these issues may 

There is a need 

to establish the 

character and 

significance of 

archaeological 

assets affected 

by a 

development 

proposal. 

 https://webmap.charnwood.g

ov.uk/CharnwoodWebMap/ 
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https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/files/images/burton_vds_map2/burtonvdsmap.jpg
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be adequately 

addressed 

through 

archaeological 

mitigation. 

4G Character The site is 

capable of 

creating a place 

with a locally 

inspired or 

otherwise 

distinctive 

character. 

 The development 

of the site is 

unlikely to offer 

the potential to 

create a place with 

a locally inspired or 

otherwise 

distinctive 

character. 

 Building for Life 12:5 

 

  



 

5 
To protect and improve surface and ground water quality and resources • To Improve surface water quality as identified by the Environment 

Agency’s General Quality Assessment • To protect quality of 

vulnerable groundwater resources • To minimise the use and increase 

re-use and recycling of water in existing and planned development • 

To minimise water consumption 

Ref: Site Assessment 

Criteria 

Likely to 

contribute to 

the 

achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to 

the identified 

objective  

Likely effect 

but too 

unpredictabl

e to specify, 

or multiple 

impacts 

which are 

potentially 

both positive 

and negative  

Likely to hinder 

the achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to the 

identified 

objective  

 

Evidence Comments 

5A Drinking Water 

Protected Area 

No known risk Safeguard 

Zones are areas 

where 

activities can 

impact 

adversely on 

the quality of 

water 

abstracted in 

the DrWPA 

At Risk Drinking 

Water Protected 

Areas 

http://maps.environment-
agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyC
ontroller?topic=drinkingwater
&layerGroups=default&lang=_
e&ep=map&scale=10&x=49450
0&y=285500 

 

Drinking Water Protected Areas 

(DrWPAs) are water bodies (e.g. 

rivers, reservoirs, canals for Surface 

Water or underground reservoirs for 

Groundwater) where ‘raw’ water is 

abstracted for human consumption 

at a rate of at least 10m3/day or 

over 50 people are served. 

5B Groundwater 

Protection 

No groundwater 

source 

protection 

issues. 

SPZ2 – Outer 

protection zone 

SPZ1 – Inner 

protection zone 

http://maps.environment-
agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyC
ontroller?topic=drinkingwater
&layerGroups=default&lang=_
e&ep=map&scale=10&x=49450

0&y=285500  

The Environment Agency has defined 

Source Protection Zones (SPZs) for 

2000 groundwater sources such as 

wells, boreholes and springs used for 

public drinking water supply. These 

zones show the risk of 

http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=drinkingwater&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=10&x=494500&y=285500


 contamination from any activities 

that might cause pollution in the 

area. The closer the activity, the 

greater the risk. 

 

  



 

6 
To improve local air quality • To reduce travel distances • To reduce the need to travel by car • 

To reduce automotive movements related to logistical supply and 

distribution • To reduce  inappropriate development in Air Quality 

Management Areas • To minimise and appropriately locate 

potentially air polluting processes • To increase access by more 

sustainable forms of transport – walking, cycling, bus and train 

Ref: Site Assessment 

Criteria 

Likely to 

contribute to 

the 

achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to 

the identified 

objective  

Likely effect 

but too 

unpredictabl

e to specify, 

or multiple 

impacts 

which are 

potentially 

both positive 

and negative  

Likely to hinder 

the achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to the 

identified 

objective  

 

Evidence Comments 

6A Air Air quality is not 

a consideration 

Air quality is 

likely to be a 

consideration 

Site lies in or 

adjoining an Air 

Quality 

Management Area 

https://www.charnwood.gov.

uk/pages/airpollution 

The National Air Quality Strategy 
outlined recommended maximum 
levels of eight pollutants which had 
to be obtained nationally by 2005. 
The eight pollutants being; Benzene, 
1,3 Butandiene, Carbon Monoxide, 
Sulphur Dioxide, Lead, Particulates, 
Nitrogen Dioxide and Ozone.  
 

 

  



 

7 
To reduce vulnerability to flooding  •To minimise the risk of flooding to people and properties from 

rivers and watercourses 

Ref: Site Assessment 

Criteria 

Likely to 

contribute to 

the 

achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to 

the identified 

objective  

Likely effect 

but too 

unpredictabl

e to specify, 

or multiple 

impacts 

which are 

potentially 

both positive 

and negative  

Likely to hinder 

the achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to the 

identified 

objective  

 

Evidence Comments 

7A Flood Risk Predominantly 

Flood Zone 1 

Predominantly 

Flood Zone 2 

Predominantly 

Flood Zone 3 

https://www.charnwood.gov.
uk/pages/sfra 
 

New development will be directed 

towards land at the lowest risk of 

flooding; with priority given to land 

within Flood Zone 1. 

 

  

https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/sfra
https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/sfra
https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/sfra
https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/sfra


 

8 
To reduce waste and conserve mineral resources • To increase restoration of minerals workings for biodiversity, 

landscape and the general public • To reduce use of minerals and 

increase the reuse of materials on and off site • To safeguard 

existing development from the environmental effects of mineral 

workings • To reduce waste and increase the re-use , recycling and 

energy produce of waste • To increase use of long lasting and 

recycled materials in building design 

Ref: Site Assessment 

Criteria 

Likely to 

contribute to 

the 

achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to 

the identified 

objective  

Likely effect 

but too 

unpredictabl

e to specify, 

or multiple 

impacts 

which are 

potentially 

both positive 

and negative  

Likely to hinder 

the achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to the 

identified 

objective  

 

Evidence Comments 

8A Minerals Safeguarding No minerals 

safeguarding 

issues. 

Minerals 

Safeguarding 

Consultation 

Area. 

 https://www.leicestershire.g

ov.uk/environment-and-

planning/planning/minerals-

and-waste-local-plan/issues-

consultation 

 

8B Reduce waste 

generation and 

promote re-use and 

recycling 

Nearest 

Recycling and 

Household 

Waste Site 

within 10min 

drive time 

Nearest 

Recycling and 

Household 

Waste Site 10-

30min drive 

time 

Nearest Recycling 

and Household 

Waste Site more 

than 30min drive 

time 

Nearest Recycling and 

Household Waste Sites is at 

Railway Terrace, 

Loughborough, LE11 1HW 

 

The National Assessment of Civic 

Amenity Sites recommendations for 

minimum levels of Household Waste 

Recycling Centre provision: 

Maximum driving times to a site for 

the great majority of residents of 20 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/minerals-and-waste-local-plan/issues-consultation
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/minerals-and-waste-local-plan/issues-consultation
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/minerals-and-waste-local-plan/issues-consultation
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/minerals-and-waste-local-plan/issues-consultation
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/minerals-and-waste-local-plan/issues-consultation
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/minerals-and-waste-local-plan/issues-consultation
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/minerals-and-waste-local-plan/issues-consultation
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/minerals-and-waste-local-plan/issues-consultation
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/minerals-and-waste-local-plan/issues-consultation
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/minerals-and-waste-local-plan/issues-consultation


minutes in urban areas, and 30 

minutes in rural areas; though 

preferably less than this by the 

order of 10 minutes in each case. 

 

  



 

9 
To protect soil resources and quality and make efficient use of land and buildings • To reduce the loss of best and most versatile land • To reduce 

contamination of land and soils due to development, industrial 

processes or agriculture • To reduce the loss of soils and increase 

local reuse of soils through redevelopment • To increase the 

redevelopment of previously developed land and buildings in 

sustainable locations • To increase the remediation and regeneration 

of contaminated land and buildings  

Ref: Site Assessment 

Criteria 

Likely to 

contribute to 

the 

achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to 

the identified 

objective  

Likely effect 

but too 

unpredictabl

e to specify, 

or multiple 

impacts 

which are 

potentially 

both positive 

and negative  

Likely to hinder 

the achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to the 

identified 

objective  

 

Evidence Comments 

9A Agricultural Land 

Quality 

Land not in 

grades 1, 2 and 

3a of the 

Agricultural 

Land 

Classification. 

Land in grade 3 

of the 

Agricultural 

Land 

Classification 

(where there is 

no evidence 

showing the 

subdivision of 

Grade 3). 

Land in grades 1, 2 

and 3a of the 

Agricultural Land 

Classification. 

A 1:250,000 scale map series 

shows six grades including the 

subdivision of Grade 3. 

http://magic.defra.gov.uk/M

agicMap.aspx 

(under Landscape 

Classifications) 

 

Planning decisions should take into 

account the economic and other 

benefits of the best and most 

versatile agricultural land (Grades 1, 

2 and 3A). Where significant 

development of agricultural land is 

demonstrated to be necessary, we 

should use areas of poorer quality 

land in preference to that of a 

higher quality. 

9B Contamination  No land 

contamination 

issues. 

Land has the 

potential to 

pose 

unacceptable 

Site is known to 

pose unacceptable 

levels of risk to 

human health and 

 England has a substantial legacy of 

chemical contaminants in soil, much 

of it caused by industrial and 

domestic pollution. Land 

http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx


levels of risk to 

human health. 

mitigation 

measures would 

make development 

unviable. 

contamination can pose a threat to 

the environment and the health of 

humans, animals and plants. 

9C Make the most 

efficient use of land  

Previously 

developed land: 

Land which is or 

was occupied by 

a permanent 

structure, 

including the 

curtilage of the 

developed land 

and any 

associated fixed 

surface 

infrastructure. 

Greenfield land 

including land 

that is or has 

been occupied 

by agricultural 

or forestry 

buildings; land 

in built-up 

areas such as 

private 

residential 

gardens, 

recreation 

grounds and 

allotments. 

 NPPF definition of previously 

developed land:  

Land which is or was occupied 

by a permanent structure, 

including the curtilage of the 

developed land (although it 

should not be assumed that 

the whole of the curtilage 

should be developed) and any 

associated fixed surface 

infrastructure. This excludes: 

land that is or has been 

occupied by agricultural or 

forestry buildings; land that 

has been developed for 

minerals extraction or waste 

disposal by landfill purposes 

where provision for 

restoration has been made 

through development control 

procedures; land in built-up 

areas such as private 

residential gardens, parks, 

recreation grounds and 

allotments; and land that was 

previously-developed but 

where the remains of the 

permanent structure or fixed 

surface structure have 

Planning policies and decisions 

should encourage the effective use 

of land by re-using land that has 

been previously developed 

(brownfield land), provided that it is 

not of high environmental value. 

However, there is no ‘brownfield 

first’ policy. 



blended into the landscape in 

the process of time. 

 

  



 

10 
To reduce poverty and social exclusion, reduce crime, anti-social behaviour and 

increase community safety 

• To increase community engagement and the capacity of the local 

community to influence decisions• To increase racial equality and 

community cohesion • To reduce anti-social behaviour • To reduce 

nuisance noise • To reduce fear of crime and actual crime • To 

increase the use of design techniques to reduce crime • To reduce 

poverty and social exclusion across Charnwood but particularly on 

those areas most affected 

Ref: Site Assessment 

Criteria 

Likely to 

contribute to 

the 

achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to 

the identified 

objective  

Likely effect 

but too 

unpredictabl

e to specify, 

or multiple 

impacts 

which are 

potentially 

both positive 

and negative  

Likely to hinder 

the achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to the 

identified 

objective  

 

Evidence Comments 

10A Links Site provides 

opportunities to 

integrate with 

rest of local 

community by 

providing new 

foot/cycle 

linkages across 

the site and into 

existing 

neighbourhoods. 

Site has no 

connections 

with 

neighbouring 

areas. 

Existing routes are 

blocked or re-

directed preventing 

people from 

walking through 

the site to get 

somewhere else. 

 

 

 

 Building for Life 12: 1 (connections) 



  

  Site is remote 

 

 

 

10B Neighbourliness Residential 

development of 

site would be 

compatible with 

adjoining uses. 

Residential 

development of 

site would 

require 

mitigation to 

ensure that it 

was compatible 

with adjoining 

uses. 

Residential 

development of 

site would not be 

compatible with 

adjoining uses. 

 An important consideration here is 

the impact of the Wheeler Poultry 

Unit on development site options. 

10C Access to community 

hall 

Walking 

distance to 

community hall 

200m or less 

Walking 

distance to 

community hall 

200-800m or 

development is 

of such a scale 

that new hall 

may be 

provided on 

site. 

Walking distance to 

community hall 

more than 800m 

  

10D Anti-social behaviour 

and vandalism 

Opportunities 

for criminal and 

antisocial 

behaviour, such 

as vandalism 

can be removed 

and there is 

potential to 

create a safe 

and accessible 

Potential to 

create a safe 

and accessible 

environment 

where crime 

and disorder, 

and the fear of 

crime, do not 

undermine 

quality of life. 

Limited or no 

potential to create 

a safe and 

accessible 

environment where 

crime and disorder, 

and the fear of 

crime, do not 

undermine quality 

of life. 

  



environment 

where crime 

and disorder, 

and the fear of 

crime, do not 

undermine 

quality of life. 

10E Public safety Site is not 

affected by 

major hazards. 

The 

consequences 

of major 

accidents can 

be mitigated. 

Site is affected by 

a major hazard 

that is unlikely to 

be mitigated. 

  

10F Highways There is safe 

vehicular access 

to a public 

highway 

It is possible to 

create a safe 

vehicular 

access to the 

public highway 

There is little 

potential to create 

a safe vehicular 

access to the public 

highway 

  

 

  



 

11 
To increase healthy lifestyles • To increase access to high quality healthcare facilities • To reduce 

health inequalities • To increase healthy lifestyles through increased 

physical activity, improved diet and less smoking • To reduce death 

rates • To improve healthy lifestyles through road safety measures 

Ref: Site Assessment 

Criteria 

Likely to 

contribute to 

the 

achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to 

the identified 

objective  

Likely effect 

but too 

unpredictabl

e to specify, 

or multiple 

impacts 

which are 

potentially 

both positive 

and negative  

Likely to hinder 

the achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to the 

identified 

objective  

 

Evidence Comments 

11A Access to recreation 

or sports ground 

Walking 

distance to 

recreation/ 

sports ground 

200m or less 

Walking 

distance to 

recreation/ 

sports ground 

200-800m or  

development is 

of such a scale 

that new 

provision may 

be provided on 

site. 

Walking distance to 

recreation/ sports 

ground more than 

800m 

 

 

The Institute of Highways and 

Transportation’s “Providing for 

Journeys on Foot” contains at table 

3.2, suggested acceptable walking 

distances, for pedestrians without 

mobility impairment for some 

common facilities. 



11B Loss of open space, 

sports or recreational 

buildings or land 

No loss of open 

space, sports or 

recreational 

buildings or 

land, including 

playing fields 

Loss of open 

space, sports 

or recreational 

buildings or 

land, including 

playing fields, 

but: 

an assessment 

has been 

undertaken 

which has 

clearly shown 

the open 

space, 

buildings or 

land to be 

surplus to 

requirements; 

or 

the loss 

resulting from 

the proposed 

development 

would be 

replaced by 

equivalent or 

better 

provision in 

terms of 

quantity and 

quality in a 

suitable 

location. 

Loss of open space, 

sports or 

recreational 

buildings or land, 

including playing 

fields and 

supporting 

infrastructure 

  



11C Access to healthcare 

facilities 

Walking 

distance to GP 

practice 200m 

or less 

Walking 

distance to GP 

practice 200-

800m or 

development is 

of such a scale 

that new 

practice may 

be provided on 

site. 

Walking distance to 

GP practice more 

than 800m 

 The Institute of Highways and 

Transportation’s “Providing for 

Journeys on Foot” contains at table 

3.2, suggested acceptable walking 

distances, for pedestrians without 

mobility impairment for some 

common facilities. 

11D Public Rights of Way Development 

would have no 

impact on a 

Public right of 

Way. 

Public Right of 

Way affected 

but can be 

routed through 

public open 

space and 

segregated 

from estate 

roads and 

footways. 

Public Right of Way 

requires diversion 

or extinguishment. 

 Public Rights of Way have always 

been a valuable public resource 

giving people access to the 

countryside, parks, open space, 

local shops, services and places of 

work, for simple recreation and for 

the practical necessities of life. 

Increasing emphasis is now being 

placed on paths as a sustainable and 

healthy alternative to the motor 

vehicle for local journeys allowing 

people to avoid the busy road 

network. 

 

  



 

12 
To ensure that the housing stock meet the housing needs of all sections of the 

community 

• To increase the quality or upkeep of the existing housing stock • To 

ensure an adequate supply of a diverse range of house types 

appropriate to the needs of the community • To increase the amount 

of housing that is affordable to all sections of the community • To 

reduce homelessness 

Ref: Site Assessment 

Criteria 

Likely to 

contribute to 

the 

achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to 

the identified 

objective  

Likely effect 

but too 

unpredictabl

e to specify, 

or multiple 

impacts 

which are 

potentially 

both positive 

and negative  

Likely to hinder 

the achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to the 

identified 

objective  

 

Evidence Comments 

12A Supply There is a 

reasonable 

prospect that 

most of the 

housing on the 

site will be 

delivered within 

5 years. 

There is a 

reasonable 

prospect that 

most of the 

housing on the 

site will be 

delivered 

within 6-15 

years. 

There is little 

prospect that most 

of the housing on 

the site will be 

delivered within 15 

years. 

 

 

 

12B Availability Site in single 

ownership and 

with developer 

interest. 

Site in multiple 

ownership or 

with minor 

issues which 

can be 

resolved. 

Site in multiple 

ownership with 

unwilling partners, 

or in single 

ownership but not 

actively promoted 

 

 

 



Site in single 

ownership but 

no known 

developer 

interest. 

12C Viability Site is likely to 

be developed 

viably. 

 Site is subject to 

such a scale of 

obligations and 

policy burdens that 

its ability to be 

developed viably is 

threatened. 

  

12D Site Capacity Site is capable 

of providing 

sufficient 

housing to meet 

the needs of the 

local community 

either on its 

own or in 

combination 

with others. 

 Site capacity is 

well in excess of 

local housing need, 

cannot reasonably 

be sub-divided 

and/or the 

landowner/develop

er is unwilling to 

consider smaller-

scale development. 

 The Neighbourhood Plan looks to 

provide a strategy for future housing 

provision, for when the Charnwood 

Core Strategy is replaced by a new 

Local Plan. 

Sites with a 

capacity greater 

than is needed 

that can be 

reasonably sub-

divided with 

landowner/ 

developer 

support. 

Site is too small to 

make a meaningful 

contribution to 

meeting overall 

housing needs. 

 



 

 

13 
To increase access to a wide range of services and facilities • To increase access to retail centres, post offices, local food 

markets, commercial centres and employment for all • To increase 

access to community facilities – libraries, community centres, 

education, places of worship, healthcare – for all • To increase 

access to services by more sustainable forms of transport – walking, 

cycling, bus and train • To increase the voluntary and community 

infrastructure • To increase access to sports, arts, culture and leisure 

facilities • To enhance local cultural diversity • To improve access to 

opportunities for education, learning and skills training for all 

sections of the community 

Ref: Site Assessment 

Criteria 

Likely to 

contribute to 

the 

achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to 

the identified 

objective  

Likely effect 

but too 

unpredictabl

e to specify, 

or multiple 

impacts 

which are 

potentially 

both positive 

and negative  

Likely to hinder 

the achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to the 

identified 

objective  

 

Evidence Comments 

13A Access to a 

convenience store 

Walking 

distance to 

convenience 

store 200m or 

less 

Walking 

distance to 

convenience 

store 200-800m 

Walking distance to 

convenience store 

more than 800m 

 The Institute of Highways and 

Transportation’s “Providing for 

Journeys on Foot” contains at table 

3.2, suggested acceptable walking 

distances, for pedestrians without 

mobility impairment for some 

common facilities. 



13B Access to employment Walking 

distance to local 

employment 

200m or less 

Walking 

distance to 

local 

employment 

200-800m 

Walking distance to 

local employment 

more than 800m 

 The Institute of Highways and 

Transportation’s “Providing for 

Journeys on Foot” contains at table 

3.2, suggested acceptable walking 

distances, for pedestrians without 

mobility impairment for some 

common facilities. 

Local employment opportunities 

should provide for a range of job 

types. They can be large single 

employers providing for a range of 

job opportunities or sites with 

multiple employers e.g. industrial 

estates. 

13C Access to community 

centre 

Walking 

distance to 

Burton on the 

Wolds Village 

Hall 200m or 

less 

Walking 

distance to 

Burton on the 

Wolds Village 

Hall 200-800m 

Walking distance to 

Burton on the 

Wolds Village Hall 

more than 800m 

 The Institute of Highways and 

Transportation’s “Providing for 

Journeys on Foot” contains at table 

3.2, suggested acceptable walking 

distances, for pedestrians without 

mobility impairment for some 

common facilities. 

13D Access to education Walking 

distance to 

primary school 

500m or less 

Walking 

distance to 

primary school 

500-2,000m 

Walking distance to 

primary school 

more than 2,000m 

 The Institute of Highways and 

Transportation’s “Providing for 

Journeys on Foot” contains at table 

3.2, suggested acceptable walking 

distances, for pedestrians without 

mobility impairment for some 

common facilities. 

13E Access to recreation 

or sports ground 

Walking 

distance to 

recreation/ 

Walking 

distance to 

recreation/ 

Walking distance to 

recreation/ sports 

ground more than 

800m 

 The Institute of Highways and 

Transportation’s “Providing for 

Journeys on Foot” contains at table 

3.2, suggested acceptable walking 

distances, for pedestrians without 



sports ground 

200m or less 

sports ground 

200-800m 

mobility impairment for some 

common facilities. 

13F Access to public house Walking 

distance to 

public house 

200m or less 

Walking 

distance to 

public house 

200-800m  

 

Walking distance to 

public house more 

than 800m 

 The Institute of Highways and 

Transportation’s “Providing for 

Journeys on Foot” contains at table 

3.2, suggested acceptable walking 

distances, for pedestrians without 

mobility impairment for some 

common facilities. 

13G Access to countryside 

recreation 

Walking 

distance to 

countryside 

recreation 200m 

or less 

Walking 

distance to 

countryside 

recreation 200-

800m  

 

Walking distance to 

countryside 

recreation more 

than 800m 

 The Institute of Highways and 

Transportation’s “Providing for 

Journeys on Foot” contains at table 

3.2, suggested acceptable walking 

distances, for pedestrians without 

mobility impairment for some 

common facilities. 

13H Public Rights of Way Development 

would have no 

impact on a 

Public right of 

Way. 

Public Right of 

Way affected 

but can be 

routed through 

public open 

space and 

segregated 

from estate 

roads and 

footways. 

Public Right of Way 

requires diversion 

or extinguishment 

 Public Rights of Way have always 

been a valuable public resource 

giving people access to the 

countryside, parks, open space, 

local shops, services and places of 

work, for simple recreation and for 

the practical necessities of life. 

Increasing emphasis is now being 

placed on paths as a sustainable and 

healthy alternative to the motor 

vehicle for local journeys allowing 

people to avoid the busy road 

network. 

13I Access to public 

transport 

Walking 

distance to 

nearest bus stop 

providing a 

Walking 

distance to 

nearest bus 

stop providing 

Walking distance to 

nearest bus stop 

providing a regular 

 The Institute of Highways and 

Transportation’s ‘Planning for Public 

Transport in Developments’ states at 

paragraph 6.20, that “the maximum 



regular service 

is less than 

300m. 

a regular 

service is 300-

400m or 

development is 

of such a scale 

that buses may 

be diverted 

into the site. 

service is more 

than 400m. 

 

walking distance to the bus stop 

should not exceed 400m and 

preferably be no more than 300m”. 

A regular service is a daytime (i.e. 

7am to 6pm) bus service, Monday-

Saturday with a frequency of at 

least once an hour, to one or more 

higher order centres. 

 

  



 

14 
To increase access to the countryside, open spaces and semi urban environments 

(e.g. parks) 

• To increase by more sustainable forms of transport – walking, 

cycling, bus and train • To increase access to features of landscape, 

ecological and cultural heritage in a way that minimises damages to 

such features • To increase interpretation facilities for features of 

landscape, ecological and cultural heritage • To increase linkages 

between open spaces and increase permeability of the countryside 

and semi-urban environments 

Ref: Site Assessment 

Criteria 

Likely to 

contribute to 

the 

achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to 

the identified 

objective  

Likely effect 

but too 

unpredictabl

e to specify, 

or multiple 

impacts 

which are 

potentially 

both positive 

and negative  

Likely to hinder 

the achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to the 

identified 

objective  

 

Evidence Comments 

14A Access to recreation 

or sports ground 

Walking 

distance to 

recreation/ 

sports ground 

200m or less 

Walking 

distance to 

recreation/ 

sports ground 

200-800m 

Walking distance to 

recreation/ sports 

ground more than 

800m 

 The Institute of Highways and 

Transportation’s “Providing for 

Journeys on Foot” contains at table 

3.2, suggested acceptable walking 

distances, for pedestrians without 

mobility impairment for some 

common facilities. 

14B Access to countryside 

recreation 

Walking 

distance to 

countryside 

recreation 200m 

or less 

Walking 

distance to 

countryside 

recreation 200-

800m  

Walking distance to 

countryside 

recreation more 

than 800m 

 

 

 

The Institute of Highways and 

Transportation’s “Providing for 

Journeys on Foot” contains at table 

3.2, suggested acceptable walking 

distances, for pedestrians without 



 mobility impairment for some 

common facilities. 

14C Public Rights of Way Development 

would have no 

impact on a 

Public right of 

Way. 

Public Right of 

Way affected 

but can be 

routed through 

public open 

space and 

segregated 

from estate 

roads and 

footways. 

Public Right of Way 

requires diversion 

or extinguishment. 

 Public Rights of Way have always 

been a valuable public resource 

giving people access to the 

countryside, parks, open space, 

local shops, services and places of 

work, for simple recreation and for 

the practical necessities of life. 

Increasing emphasis is now being 

placed on paths as a sustainable and 

healthy alternative to the motor 

vehicle for local journeys allowing 

people to avoid the busy road 

network. 

14D Footways There are 

existing, safe 

footpaths/ 

pavements 

accessing the 

site that provide 

links to 

facilities. 

It is possible to 

create new, 

safe footpaths/ 

pavements 

from the site to 

the facilities. 

There is little 

potential to 

provide safe 

footpaths/ 

pavements from 

the site to 

facilities. 

  

 

  



 

15 
To encourage a sustainable economy supported by efficient patterns of 

movement attractive to investors 

• To increase competitiveness, productivity, progress and investment 

of local firms • To increase inward investment • To ensure an 

adequate supply of a range of sites in terms of type and quality for 

employment uses • To increase the working environment through 

access to non work related facilities • To increase the culture of 

enterprise and innovation • To increase infrastructure for 

information and communications technology • To reduce commuting 

and traffic congestion • To increase to work by public transport, 

walking and cycling • To reduce journey time between key 

employment areas and key transport interchanges• To increase 

efficiency in freight distribution • To increase working from home 

Ref: Site Assessment 

Criteria 

Likely to 

contribute to 

the 

achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to 

the identified 

objective  

Likely effect 

but too 

unpredictabl

e to specify, 

or multiple 

impacts 

which are 

potentially 

both positive 

and negative  

Likely to hinder 

the achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to the 

identified 

objective  

 

Evidence Comments 

15A Access to employment Walking 

distance to local 

employment 

500m or less 

Walking 

distance to 

local 

employment 

500-2,000m 

Walking distance to 

local employment 

more than 2,000m 

 

 

The Institute of Highways and 

Transportation’s “Providing for 

Journeys on Foot” contains at table 

3.2, suggested acceptable walking 

distances, for pedestrians without 

mobility impairment for some 

common facilities. 

Local employment opportunities 

should provide for a range of job 

types. They can be large single 



employers providing for a range of 

job opportunities or sites with 

multiple employers e.g. industrial 

estates. 

15B Access to public 

transport 

Walking 

distance to 

nearest bus stop 

providing a 

commuter 

service is less 

than 300m. 

Walking 

distance to 

nearest bus 

stop providing 

a commuter 

service is 300-

400m or 

development is 

of such a scale 

that buses may 

be diverted 

into the site. 

Walking distance to 

nearest bus stop 

providing a 

commuter service 

is more than 400m. 

 

 The Institute of Highways and 

Transportation’s ‘Planning for Public 

Transport in Developments’ states at 

paragraph 6.20, that “the maximum 

walking distance to the bus stop 

should not exceed 400m and 

preferably be no more than 300m”. 

A commuter service is a Monday-

Saturday bus service, which 

connects to a major employment 

centre(s) at the beginning and end 

of the working day. 

15C Loss of employment 

land 

Site not 

identified as 

good quality 

employment 

land. 

 Site identified as 

good quality 

employment land. 

  

 

  



 

16 
To reduce disparities in economic performance and improve skills and 

employability 

• To improve access to opportunities for education, learning and 

skills training for all sections of the community • To increase 

diversification of the rural economy • To increase the diverse range 

of job opportunities in urban and rural areas 

Ref: Site Assessment 

Criteria 

Likely to 

contribute to 

the 

achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to 

the identified 

objective  

Likely effect 

but too 

unpredictabl

e to specify, 

or multiple 

impacts 

which are 

potentially 

both positive 

and negative  

Likely to hinder 

the achievement 

of greater 

sustainability 

according to the 

identified 

objective  

 

Evidence Comments 

16A Access to education Walking 

distance to 

primary school 

500m or less 

Walking 

distance to 

primary school 

500-2,000m 

Walking distance to 

primary school 

more than 2,000m 

 The Institute of Highways and 

Transportation’s “Providing for 

Journeys on Foot” contains at table 

3.2, suggested acceptable walking 

distances, for pedestrians without 

mobility impairment for some 

common facilities. 

16B Access to public 

transport 

Walking 

distance to 

nearest bus stop 

providing a 

commuter 

service is less 

than 300m. 

Walking 

distance to 

nearest bus 

stop providing 

a commuter 

service is 300-

400m or 

development is 

of such a scale 

that buses may 

Walking distance to 

nearest bus stop 

providing a 

commuter service 

is more than 400m. 

 Access to public transport 



be diverted 

into the site. 

 

 


